AN    ESSAY    IN    CONSERVATISM            177
into the curule chair of authority. In Germany a molten nationalism sizzles round the waiting moulds. Spain has revolted, and from Mustapha Kernel to Stalin the outer "bounds of Europe have witnessed action. After two centuries of individualism the quest of unity is afoot. Only in England, once the political leader of the world, is the public mind stagnant and defunct. There is the so-called political science of the London School of Economics, but that is based on the outworn bourgeois values: it represents the death agony of Fabianism. So far as co-ordinated thought is concerned, no attempt has been made by the statesmen of the right to remedy the root causes of their own inaction. Conservatism remains flaccid and unintel-lectual and less fitted to deal with a crisis to-day than it was in 1926. Only the character of the nation stands in the road of disasters, but beyond moralising on it, Mr. Baldwin has done nothing to provide a basis for character. If his critics want a real ground for criticism it is here and here alone.
The neglect of patronage by a political leader is a crime, all else may be ignorance or folly.   Mr. Baldwin's personal qualities make the charge all the more grave.   For some years he has abandoned the attitude of the practical man and posed to all the world as a man of letters.   Few men have read more widely in political literature, although for the most part the knowledge remains in undigested chunks in his brain.   Unless he is a confirmed Liberal, which he is not instinctively, he must realise that no individual can set up the process of mental mastication by which knowledge can be moulded into purpose and policy.   Every isolated Tory thinker is of necessity superficial unless he possesses a rare profundity of character and inherited understanding. It is of the nature of all Unitarian thought that it should be monastic in formation and pontifical in utterance.   The leader can only set up the processes by evolving policy. He will be powerless to achieve unity otherwise. Mr. Baldwin who  prides  himself   on  being   Chancellor  of  Cambridge